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INCIDENTS IN 2019

CITY HALL ART  
GALLERY SHOWS

The Lenexa Arts Council curates rotating 2D and 3D art 
shows at the Lenexa City Hall gallery. Shows are free and 
open to the public. 

Gallery Hours: Mon.–Thurs.: 6 a.m.–9 p.m.; Fri.–Sat.: 7 
a.m.–10 p.m.; Sun.: 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Lenexa Artists’ Show 
On display through Sept. 27 
This popular annual juried show features all local talent. 
Browse a variety of 2D and 3D art by Lenexa artists in the 
first floor gallery. Awards are given in various categories for 
exceptional work.

HeART of Lenexa Contest entries due Dec. 31 
Celebrate what you love about Lenexa through art in this 
annual contest. Artwork must be completed during 2020 
and be inspired by something you like about Lenexa. Entries 
will be displayed in a show at City Hall in February 2021. 
View details and apply at Lenexa.com/Art.

TAKE A TRIP BACK 
IN TIME DOWN THE 
STRANG LINE
Story courtesy of Lenexa Historical Society

A little white building in the historical complex 
at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park was once part of 
a transportation network that played a big 
role in Lenexa’s history. This Strang Line Wait 
Station served the innovative Missouri/Kansas 
Interurban Railroad — also known as the 
Strang Line — from 1906 until 1940. 

William Strang became intent on developing 
a flood-proof rail system after observing the 
great destructive Kansas City flood of 1903 
and its paralyzing effect on all modes of 
transportation. He built Strang Line to follow 
the contours and high ridges of the land. No 
bridges or trestles were necessary from Kansas 
City to Lenexa. 

The first rail cars were unique and 
unprecedented. Gasoline engines were tied to 
generators that sent energy to batteries — a 
self-propelled early 20th-century hybrid. 

The first Lenexa train left in May of 1906, 
made a brief stop in Overland Park, and 
arrived at 41st and State Line in 27 minutes. 
The round trip cost 15 cents. Strang Line would 
soon bill itself as “The highest, coolest, and 
most beautiful ride out of Kansas City.” 

The Lenexa ticket office was on the southwest 
corner of Pflumm Road and Walnut Street. 
Since Lenexa did not have a high school, 
about 90% of Lenexa students rode Strang 
Line cars to Shawnee Mission or Olathe High 
School. 

Strang Line eventually expanded service to 
Olathe, which became the final stop. Hourly 
service was available along the entire line, but 
evenings sometimes ended early for Lenexa 
suitors with Olathe dates — the last train ran at 
10 p.m. 

Future art shows 
Find out who’s coming next to the 
Lenexa City Hall gallery at  
Lenexa.com/ArtGallery. You’ll find 
dates for new shows, plus read 
artists’ stories behind their work. 
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