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Thirty years ago in The Lenexa Paper, Santa requested 
“wish lists” from Lenexans. The headline read: “Dear 
Santa Claus … Here are some things Lenexa needs for 
Christmas.” The article included numerous thoughtful, 
forward-looking responses. All were for the betterment of 
the city.  

At about the same time, city leaders were laying 
groundwork for what would become Vision 2020, a 

novel concept that brought together diverse groups of 
civic-minded people. Their task was to imagine how 
Lenexa should look in 2020 and formulate shared goals 
for the city.

It’s now 2020, and with absolute certainty, Santa 
granted many of those wishes (with some help from 
community leaders). Following are citizens’ requests 
from 1990 and how their wishes have become reality.

Lenexans wished for improvements to their city 
through Vision 2020 — and letters to Santa
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“Dear Santa, please bring Lenexa 
more parks. We have some great 
parks now, and it’s hard to look at 
them without wishing we had more.”

Wish granted: Black Hoof Park with 
Lake Lenexa and Cedar Station Park 
are just part of hundreds of additional 
acres of park land and green space. 

“Dear Santa, please bring Lenexa 
an expanded recycling program and 
more concern about conservation 
and the environment.”  

Wish granted: Lenexa’s innovative 
Rain to Recreation and stormwater 
cost share programs, discounted 
curbside compost service and 
mandatory recycling collection for 
all waste haulers support this goal.

“Dear Santa, please bring Lenexa a 
continuing small-town atmosphere — 
it’s one of the most attractive aspects 
of our city.” 

Wish granted: Increased interest and 
participation in Lenexa’s numerous 
local festivals, special community 
gathering places in parks and at 
City Center, enthusiastic citizen 
involvement in Vision 2030 and 
2040 forums are all testaments to 
our strong community spirit. Keeping 
Lenexa’s identity unique and wel-
coming is always paramount.

“Dear Santa, please bring Lenexa 
a skyline that reaches all the way to 
Renner Boulevard”.  

Wish granted: In addition to vast 
development along Renner and the 
new City Center neighborhood, com-
mercial and residential development 
stretches west beyond K-7. 

“Dear Santa, please bring Lenexa a 
golf course, which is something more 
and more people would like to see 
in our city.”

Wish granted: You can spend an 
afternoon at Falcon Valley Golf 
Course, Canyon Farms Golf Club, 
Falcon Ridge Golf Club and a disc 
golf course in Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park.

Looking forward to the future is exciting and important, but so is learning about our past! The Lenexa Historical 
Society is a volunteer organization committed to preserving, promoting and presenting the story of Lenexa. You 
can learn more about the group at LenexaHistoricalSociety.org.


